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Apple production in Mendocino County dates back to the mid-1800s, when early settlers planted 

heirloom varieties such as Gravenstein and Pippin along the fertile floodplains of our valleys. 

These orchards laid the foundation for a legacy of quality fruit, bolstered by our cool coastal       

climate and diverse microclimates that yield crisp, flavorful apples ideal for fresh eating, cider, and 

pies. Today, the industry stays sweet and small-scale with almost 400 bearing acres spread across 

family farms and boutique growers, producing roughly 528 tons annually. The 2023 season saw a 

solid harvest despite variable weather, with yields down 21% from 2022, driven by strong demand 

for organic and local varieties. Challenges persist, but innovations in integrated pest management 

and direct-to-consumer sales are keeping our apple growers resilient and rooted in tradition. The 

annual Mendocino County Fair & Apple Show at the Boonville Fairgrounds in Anderson Valley is 

held every September to celebrate the harvest, featuring baking contests, tastings, Granny Smith 

tosses, sheepdog trials, and a parade.  

 

 





FRUIT AND NUT CROPS 
  BEARING TONS PER PRODUCTION  $ PER   

COMMODITY YEAR ACREAGE ACRE IN TONS   TON   VALUE 

                  

APPLES, TOTAL 2023 353 1.5 528   $         449  (4)  $                237,000  

 2022 485 1.3 631   $         475  (4)  $                299,000  

         

                  

WINE GRAPES, TOTAL 2023 16,800 4.2 71,200   $      1,790  (4)  $        139,950,000  

 2022 17,400 3.5 61,000   $      1,790  (4)  $        109,012,000  

         

White 2023 5,800 5.8 33,800   $      1,430    $          48,662,000  

Varieties 2022 5,940 3.6 26,000   $      1,430    $          37,180,000  

         

Red 2023 11,000 3.4 37,500   $      2,260    $          91,288,000  

Varieties 2022 11,500 2.5 35,000   $      2,110    $          73,850,000  

         
                  

PEARS, TOTAL (1) 2023 1,310 14.1 19,000   $         911  (4)  $          17,314,000  

 2022 1,310 15.3 20,000   $         884  (4)  $          17,676,000  

          

Bartlett (2) 2023 1,230 14.1 17,300   $         944  (4)  $          16,339,000  

 2022 1,230 14.8 18,200   $         916  (4)  $          16,671,000  

         

Canning 2023   6,670   $         553    $            3,692,000  

 2022   7,020   $         538    $            3,777,000  

         

Fresh (2) 2023   8,190   $      1,440    $          11,794,000  

 2022   8,620   $      1,410    $          12,154,000  

         

Other 2023   2,440   $         350    $                854,000  

(Baby Food 2022   2,570   $         295    $                758,000  

Dried, Paste)         

         

Bosc(2) 2023   146   $      1,780    $                261,000  

 2022   154   $      1,770    $                271,000  

         

Red (2) 2023   362   $      1,970    $                713,000  

 2022   381   $      1,930    $                734,000  

                  

MISC. TOTAL (3) 2023 161       $                679,000  

 2022 161       $                715,000  

         

TOTALS: 2023 18,600       $        158,180,000  

 2022 19,400       $        127,702,000  

         

(1) Does not include misc./other pears. See (3) 

(2) The fresh values listed for pears are FOB values.  The actual average prices paid per ton to the growers (farm gate values) 

for 2023 were: Bartlett $1,440, Bosc $1,780, and Reds $1,970.      

for 2022 were: Bartlett $1410, Bosc $1770, and Reds $1930.      

(3) Miscellaneous includes berries, cherries, chestnuts, olives, other pears, guava, peaches, persimmons, table grapes 

pistachios and walnuts         

(4) Weighted average         

Some values throughout this report may not compute exactly due to computational rounding. 



 

COMMODITY    2023   2022 

         

All Cattle and Calves    14,900   14,900 

         

Sheep and Lambs, all    4,800   4,900 

         

Hogs and Pigs    405   398 

         

Other Livestock**    8,800   8,400 

         

*Number of head as of December 31, 2023      

**Other Livestock includes goats, bison, llama, poultry and rabbits     

FRUIT, NUT, AND GRAPEVINE ACREAGE 

          

   ACRES   ACRES    

CROP     BEARING   NON-BEARING   TOTAL 

          

APPLES   ΟΡΟ   Τ   ΟΣΜ 
          

WINE GRAPES, TOTAL  ΝΣЯΥΜΜ   ΞΤΠ   ΝΤЯΝΜΜ 
          

 Red  ΝΝЯΜΠΜ   ΝΝΞ   ΝΝЯΞΜΜ 
 White  ΡЯΤΤΜ   ΝΣΞ   ΡЯΦΠΜ 
          

OLIVES  ΝΜΦ   Μ   ΝΜΦ 
          

PEARS, TOTAL  ΝЯΟΝΜ   Τ   ΝЯΟΞΜ 
          

 Bartlett  ΝЯΞΟΜ   Ρ   ΝЯΞΠΜ 
 Red  ΠΡ   Ν   ΠΣ 
 Bosc  ΟΞ   Ν   ΟΟ 
 Other         

          

WALNUTS, ENGLISH  ΠΣ   Μ   ΠΣ 
          

MISCELLANEOUS*  ΤΝ   Μ   ΤΝ 
             

 TOTALS:  18,700   290   19,000 

          

*Miscellaneous includes berries, cherries, chestnuts, guava, peaches, persimmons, pistachios, plums, and table grapes. 


