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Important Information

Payment of your Annual Permit to Operate fee is due by February 1, 2026. To avoid
late fees, please ensure payment is made by this date. Please be aware that any unpaid
invoices may result in collections or potential closure of your facility.

Dear Mendocino County Food Facility Operators,

As we bid 2025 adieu and look toward the year ahead, Environmental Health remains
committed to supporting you and promoting food safety throughout our community.
Protecting public health begins with safe food practices, and we recognize the vital role you
play in providing clean, safe, and high-quality food to your customers. Our goal is to work
alongside you to uphold the highest standards of safety, compliance, and operational
excellence in all aspects of food facility management.

Although we continue to face staffing shortages, we remain committed to being available for
your questions and concerns. Our Consumer Protection team currently consists of two
inspectors serving the entire county, and we are hopeful that, with the Board of Supervisors’
approval, we will be able to hire additional staff in the upcoming fiscal year.

Permit Costs

Please review the enclosed invoice carefully, as permit costs have changed since the last billing
cycle. Environmental Health has expanded the list of permit categories, and to ensure every
facility is accurately classified, our inspectors will be reviewing your menu and operational
practices during routine inspections throughout the coming year. This evaluation may result
in either an increase or a decrease in your permit cost for 2027.

Additionally, please be aware that all fees will be presented to the Board of Supervisors in April
2026. These adjustments may result in higher fees due to the operational needs of our
department.

For food facilities operating outside of city limits, you may notice a new fee on this year’s
invoice titled Green Emissions Reduction Measure. Due to recent state legislation, our
department has been directed to focus on reducing food-related waste sent to landfills and
ensuring proper recycling practices are being followed. This fee will be applied once every three
years. During your next routine inspection, you may be asked about your facility’s waste
management and recycling practices. A flyer summarizing the applicable legislation is available
on our website.



Payment Plans

EH offers a payment plan for those businesses that apply before the invoice deadline. If you
would like to request a payment plan for your permit fee, you must submit an email to
enviroh@mendocinocounty.gov with a written justification, no later than January 26th.
Requests will be reviewed weekly by the Director of Environmental Health and are issued on a
case-by-case basis. If approved, the first payment must be received no later than February 1st.

Food Manager Certification Courses

Due to short staffing, our department’s Food Safety Manager Certification Course is not
currently planned for 2026. However, we understand there is a demand for this service. To
better assess the need for this course in our county, please take a moment to complete the
survey below.

https://forms.gle/ WhGJVqigpDwNiuRK6

Plan Checks

Please be aware that any changes to your food facility operations are subject to approval by our
department. Depending on the scope of the changes, a Plan Check Review may be required.
Examples of changes include, but are not limited to, kitchen renovations, equipment
installation, major menu changes, and alterations to food preparation or storage areas

Commissaries

For facilities operating as commissaries for Mobile Food, Catering, or Temporary Food
Facilities that are required to have a commissary, a current Commissary Agreement Form is
required. Please note that your inspector may request to see the Commissary Agreement Form
at the time of inspection.

In addition, it is the responsibility of the commissary to have sign-in logs available for review
for routine inspections. Within the commissary, it must be clear what area(s) are being used
by the Mobile Food, Catering or Temporary Food Facilities.

Catering, Mobile and Temporary Food Facilities
Please note that if you operate a Mobile Food Facility and did not receive an inspection in 2025,

you will be required to schedule an inspection with our department before your renewal permit
can be issued.

For Mobile Food, Catering, or Temporary Food Facilities that are required to have a
commissary, a new Commissary Agreement Form must be submitted annually before a
renewal permit is issued.


mailto:enviroh@mendocinocounty.gov
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Additionally, it is the responsibility of Mobile Food, Catering, and Temporary Food Facilities
to sign in and out of the log provided by the commissary. These facilities must also ensure that
their designated areas within the commissary remain clean and organized.

All Temporary Food Facilities must operate at permitted Community Events. Operating a
Temporary Food Facility outside the scope of a Community Event may result in closure,
additional fees, and suspension of your Food Facility Permit.

All Mobile Food Facilities must operate using the permitted mobile vehicle, which must be in
good working condition. If a Mobile Food Facility transitions to a Temporary Food Booth, a
new permit specifically for the Temporary Food Facility must be obtained.

Need More Help?
We're available to help answer questions, fill out forms, or help you however we can. Our
website is a great first resource for information and making online payments. Our website

address is www.mendocinocounty.gov/EH This document is also available on our website with
clickable links.

Wishing you all safety and health for 2026. Happy Holidays.
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Melissa Hernandez
hernandezm@mendocinocounty.gov
Consumer Protection and Land Use Program Manager
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