Per Eleanor F. Sverko Oct. 27, 1997

FLANAGAN-ESCOLA HOUSE

This home was surveyed by the writer,
with limited information, for the State
Office of Historic Preservation in 1987.

This property was purchased by John
Flanagan, from H. L. Lansing, County
Deeds Bk 33, pg 286, before Pine St.
And School Street had been established.
Hence the following legal description:
Point of Beginning: Howard Street, nw
corner of land of Ira C. Perry, running
south and east of Howard street, 60 ft to
sw corner of a new street to run east from
Howard, and 40 ft wide, then south of new
street and parallel with north of Perry lot,
280 ft to the sw corner of new street,
running south from Ukiah St to Big River/
Little Lake Wagon road & new street, then
south and west line of street from Ukiah
Street/Big River Little Lake Wagon Road,
180 ft to ne corner of lot of land conveyd

APN; 119-150-21

MHR: E-44 Was Landmark No. I
May now be subject to change.
44901 Pine St. (SW corner Pine &
School)

by parties to G. H. Bowman, then west and north of Bowman lot, 120 ft to southeast
corner of Perry lot, then north along east line of Perry lot, 120 ft to ne corner, then west
along north line of Perry lot to nw corner to POB on Howard Street. (Dated 5/26/1884),

(3750.00).

5/29/1886: John Flanagan is about to have a residence erected on his property on the

corner of Howard & Pine Streets.

7/19/1886, Bk 39, Pg 3, Julia W. Morrow and Helen F. Huff, to Kate A. Flanagan,
$1.00 describes a strip of land 10' x 280" on the south line of Pine St. to sw corner of

School & Pine Streets.



9/4/1886: Julia W. Morrow to Kate Flanagan, lot inMendocino City. NOT YET
RESEARCHED.

2/23/1889: John Flanagan has returned from the city where he had been to purchase
furnishings for his new house which is aimost completed.

3/23/1889: John Flanagan has completed his new home and is preparing to move in.

August, 1914, this house was rented out to a Robert Gurley, (see obit, Beacon, 8/1/1914,
on mother, Mrs. Lucy Alice Gurley).

4/24/1915: Mr. and Mrs. George Pease have moved into the Flanagan residence
recently occupied by Robert Gurley and family.

4/27/1918: Tenant is A. J. Scott, moved into Flanagan house.

Oct. 6, 1922: Jennie F. Anderson to John Seth Escola, lot in Mendocino. NOT YET
RESEARCHED. However, Beacon issue, 10/21/1922 notes John Escola has purchased
from Mrs. Flossie Anderson of Albion, the former John Flanagan home on the south
side of Pine Street, and will move in shortly. (Escola had been living in Paddleford/F.
Fraga home on Calpella Street until this time).

This was the home of Mrs. Nannie Escola, Mendocino historian, for many years.
Following her passing, it was sold by her heirs to Robert and Amanda Avery.

The Avery’s, in late 1984, early 1985, undertook to raise the ground floor of this single
story house to two stories, building a new story under the original house, raised to
accomodate this change.

Classified a Landmark No. I by MHR, Inc., in 1979, this substantial change now
merits review and possible reclassification. Architectural details of changes appears
in Real Estate Magazine, Vol I Issue 7, Oct. 8 to Oct 22nd, featuring Leventhal &
Schlosser, architects.

In 1993, theAvery’s announed their intention to move to the state of Virginia.

The house is cui'i'ently owned by the Scott Buckwald’s who also own Ag:it'e Cove Inn



FROM
o FRObt & Amanda Avery MENDOCINO HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD

. P, 0. Box 744 . : J
g P. 0, Box 288 » Mend001no, California 95460 -

APPL.# _ 85-01

e Mendocino, Calif. 95460' 937-0681

: Date: 1. /47 /.85
AP# 119-150-21 Street No. 44901 Pine St.

REQUEST: ADD, 32" x 24" stained glass window, 1x4 head, jamb &

sill casings at n.w. corner, upstairs.

BOARD ACTION: MOTION, O'Brien/Jones and unanimously carried to

approve #85-01 as submitted; finding wuch window will not detract

from the historic structure, nor any other structures in the district.

Approved by gLZ&LazQAS//o;L‘ /€ZL44A(; chairman




The Flanagan-Escolé house, 1889

A news item in the Mendocino Beacon of March 23rd, 1889 stated,
John Flanagan has completed his new residence and is preparing to

move into it. We had the pleasure of looking thru it the other day. It is

a very handsome building both inside and out, and it is very convenient
in its appointments.

An industrious young boy, John started his career in the Mendocino
lumber yard, then worked for druggist J. D. Murray, then, by 1874,
became owner-operator of the Uncle Sam Saloon; for a number of
years he was constable and deputy sheriff and in 1886 he was appointed
County Supervisor, after which time he won by election two more
terms.

There must have been happy times in the Flanagan house. Besides John
and Kate's children there were dozens of cousins: each of John’s four
sisters lived in Mendocino with their families, Mrs. J. D. Murray, Mrs.
George H. Bowman, Mrs. W. H. Norton and Mrs. Charles Hargrave.

After John and Kate Flanagan died, the house was rented. In 1919 the
new tenants were John Escola and family; they were so comfortable in
the house that in 1924 they decided to buy it.

Mrs. Escola was born Nannie Flood, daughter of one of that early
group of Maine men who came to Mendocino. She was born in Green-
wood, grew up in the Mendocino area and was teaching school in Little
River when she and John were married. When John died in 1948, their
children being grown, she interested herself in local history. In the
years since, she has collected so much lore of the Mendocino coast that
she is considered to be one of the best sources of historical information
in northern California. And she still lives in their house.

A small house with a flat main roof, a ridge around it and a steep slope
of roof to the eaves, a Gambrel roof individual to this house in Mendo-
cino.

How did the early day residents keep the roof from leaking in the
torrential winter rains? Undoubtedly there was a plentiful amount of
tar mopped on it and the steep sides were redwood shingles.
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The Flanagan-Escola-Avery House got a house ralsmg Monday
when alterations began on the project to raise the original house to the
Second story and buxld anew-first. ﬂoor and. foundation undemeath

Sons :

“hours to raise’ the first” ﬂoor of: the lZOO—square—foot
28 ,000-pound house just. above its planned 86-inch hexghf
.. The crew used hydraulic jacks connected to d. central pump: About
10 jacks were placed on blocks under beams supporting the bottom: -
floor. . When each was touching the level floor, a smgle valve controll- -
&d ail Jacks snmultaneously, raxsed the house 15 mches,m about two

Noravatend aA












































