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Summary

The Natural Environment Study (NES) for the Gualala Streetscapes Improvement project,
dated July 2017, provided information on the natural environment, species present, hydrology
within the project limits, and evaluated potential impacts of the proposed project on sensitive
biological resources. Based on hydrological observations from a March 2018 site visit, it was
determined that a re-analysis of Jurisdictional waters is warranted, and changes be made to the
NES to reflect updated hydrological findings. Slight revisions to the project description and
proposed work are also included in this addendum. All other conclusions made in the 2017
NES are still valid.

Project Purpose & Need

The purpose and need for the project have not changed from the 2017 NES. The purpose of this
project is to reduce conflict between motorized and non-motorized users of State Route (SR) 1
through downtown Gualala in southern Mendocino County by improving traffic flow and
creating safe and comfortable facilities for pedestrian and bicycle travel.

Project Description

Caltrans proposes to improve multimodal transportation in Mendocino County at Gualala from
150 feet south of Center Street to 275 feet north of Ocean Drive (PM 0.6 to PM 1.0). To
accomplish this, this project will widen SR 1 to accommodate two 11-foot wide travel lanes, a
center 12-foot wide two-way left-turn lane, two 5-foot wide Class II bike lanes and 8-foot wide
sidewalks on both sides of the highway.

Additional work will include the following: installation of crosswalks and median islands at
selected locations to improve pedestrian safety, utility relocations where the utilities conflict
with proposed drainage work or sidewalk, installation of a radar feedback sign at PM 0.94
facing southbound traffic, and pedestrian activated flashing sign panels at crosswalks.

Drainage inlets will be relocated to the outside edges of the sidewalks. Longitudinal drains will
be replaced. Drainage from adjacent parking lots on the right side of the highway will be
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conveyed under the sidewalks, to the highway surface on the right side of the northbound
bicycle lanes.

This construction scenario is anticipated to take approximately 90 working days and will
include shoulder closures and one-way reversable lane control.

Previous Survey Results

The initial site visit and analysis of waters resulted in no delineation of Jurisdictional water
features found within the Environmental Study Limits (ESL). Caltrans biologists Lori Price,
Grant Thorton, and Alex Laughtin completed a wetland delineation within the wetted ditch at
PM 0.93 on June 6, 2017. Results of this delineation indicated an absence of hydric soils at this
location. In addition, biologists also recorded an absence of Jurisdictional water features such
as Original High-Water Mark (OHWM)), or a defined bed, bank, or channel at P.M. 0.93 or any
other location within the project ESL.

Updated Survey Results

Further investigation revealed that the water feature at PM 0.93 drainage is connected through a
series of underground culvets/pipes to a well defined outlet stream that drains directly into the
Pacific Ocean. Caltrans Biologists Dawn Graydon, Desiree Davenport, and Robert Meade
conducted a site visit on March 5, 2018 to make a final Jurisdictional waters analysis. Based on
observations from this follow up visit, it was determined that the water feature at PM 0.93 is a
Jurisdictional water feature.

The NES, section “Environmental Setting — Hydrology and Waters,” should read as follows:

Environmental Setting
Hydrology and Waters

The project is within the Gualala River watershed (10-digit HUC 1801010901). Most drainages
within the watershed flow to the Gualala River, and eventually to the Pacific Ocean.

Drainage within the ESL consists primarily of urban drainage such as runoff from nearby
residences, commercial centers, and roadways that is conveyed through cross-culverts,
concrete-lined ditches, slotted drains, and a system of underground pipes. Jurisdictional
features such as an OHWM, bed, bank, or channel, are exhibited at one drainage feature -
located at PM 0.93. No wetlands are present within the ESL.

As discussed in the project description above, proposed alterations to existing drainage features
include extending cross culverts and relocating drainage inlets to the outside edges of
sidewalks; drainage from parking lots on the east side of the highway will be conveyed under
the sidewalks to the west side of SR1 and longitudinal drains will be replaced.

The total permanent impact area proposed for the jurisdictional water feature at PM 0.93 is
calculated as 480 sq. ft. = 0.011 acre. Caltrans proposes to maintain hydrologic connection to

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation
system to enhance California’s economy and livability”



Men-001 Gualala Downtown Enhancements
May 10, 2019
Page 3 of 4

the outlet on the west side of SR1 by replacing and extending the existing concrete culverts at
this location. Sections of the existing concrete culverts will be removed and replace with a new
reinforced concrete pipe (RCP) culvert that will connect the existing drainage outlet to the
cross-drain inlet on south side of the open drainage, approx. 40 feet south. An estimated 90
cubic yards of material will be used to fill this small drainage around the new RCP and allow
construction of the new SR1 roadway and sidewalk at this location (Attachment A).

The drainage feature at PM 0.93 currently consists of a 1-foot wide rock-lined ditch that
daylights from a pipe culvert for approximately 40 feet on the east side of SR 1 before entering
a cross-culvert and being directed under the highway and a parking lot/strip mall and exiting
into an ephemeral creek (rocky bottom & dense willow (Salix lasiolepis) thicket) where it flows
for approximately 100 feet before entering the Pacific Ocean. Areas upgradient of the ditch
were surveyed and no above ground natural drainages were identified as having potential to
enter the pipe culvert; the pipe receives roadway and slope runoff as well as an underground
water source. During the March 2018 site survey, Caltrans biologists noted that while all
surface water drainages at the site (roadside ditches and upslope culverts) were dry, running
water flowed in the ditch. The ditch supports a small (0.01 acre) patch of arroyo willow (Salix
lasiolepis), Rhamnaceae spp, bigleaf periwinkle (Vinca major), and panicled bulrush (Scirpus
microcarpus). This vegetative patch is considered opportunistic and not riparian habitat due to
its small size and lack of contiguity, the low habitat quality of the ditch itself, and the minimal
ecosystem functions that the patch provides.

Waters of the U.S. include intermittent, ephemeral, and perennial drainages that have an
“ordinary high water mark” (OHWM) but that do not meet the criteria to be a wetland
(dominated by hydrophytic vegetation cover, have hydric soils, and wetland hydrology), and
connect directly or indirectly to a traditional navigable water. Waters of the State have a
defined bed, bank, and channel. Additionally, pursuant to the California Porter Cologne Water
Quality Control Act (Section 13050.(e)), Waters of the State include “any surface water or
groundwater, including saline waters, within boundaries of the state.”

The ditch at P.M. 0.93 is Jurisdictional waters of the U.S. and the State. and filling of this small
drainage channel will therefore require 404/401 permits. Consultation with the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is also required to determine requirements for a

1602 Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement.
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