
WHAT IS A COASTAL 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 
(CDP) AND WHAT IS THE 
TIMELINE? 
Coastal Development Permits are 

discretionary planning projects that require 

a higher level of review and judgment by the 

County, other public agencies and 

stakeholders. CDPs require a public hearing, 

environmental review, public input, 

conditions of approval, and final approval. It 

takes approximately six to twelve months to 

process and approve a Coastal 

Development Permit application. 

WHAT TYPES OF 
PROJECTS CAN BE 
EXCLUDED FROM A CDP? 
Pursuant to MCC 20.532.020, certain types 

of development are exempt. Here are some 

examples: 

• Repair and maintenance activities which

do not result in an addition or expansion

of the structure, except as otherwise

specified in Subchapter 7, Title 14,

California Administrative Code.

• Improvements to single-family

residences except as otherwise 

specified in Subchapter 6, Title 14, 

California Administrative Code 

• Disaster Replacements: replacing

structures destroyed by disasters. The

new structure must be constructed in

the same footprint on the property. The

floor area, height, or bulk of the

replacement structure cannot exceed

that of the destroyed structure by more

than ten percent.

CAN I BUILD A POOL 
OR AN ADU? 
Pursuant to MCC Chapter 20.456, 

yes you can build a pool and other 

accessory uses that are 

appropriate, incidental, and 

subordinate to the single-family 

residence or other principal 

permitted uses. 

Pursuant to MCC Chapter 20.458, 

ADUs are allowed in the Coastal 

Zone. More information on ADUs can 

be accessed via this QR code: 
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CAN I REBUILD A 
NONCONFORMING 
STRUCTURE? 
Pursuant to MCC Chapter 20.480, legal 

nonconforming structures may be 

remodeled, rehabilitated, or reconstructed 

if their exterior dimensions remain 

unchanged. If a nonconforming structure is 

abandoned, discontinued, or changed to a 

conforming use for one year, it cannot be 

re-established, and the property must 

comply with current zoning regulations. 

If such a structure is destroyed or partially 

destroyed by natural disasters, it can be 

rebuilt to its original dimensions and used 

as before, provided that reconstruction 

begins within one year and is diligently 

completed. 
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