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Mendocino Historical Review Board
DRAFT Action Minutes — May 5, 2025

DRAFT MINUTES — MAY 5, 2025

These are action minutes. For a complete transcript of the meeting, please request a copy of the digital
recording. The meeting recording is available for viewing on the Mendocino County YouTube page, at
https://www.youtube.com/MendocinoCountyVideo and a recording of this meeting is available at the
Planning and Building Department upon request. There is a fee of $10.00 per recording.

Draft minutes may be approved, possibly with clarifications, at the July 7, 2025 MHRB meeting.
AGENDA ITEM NO.1 - CALL TO ORDER

The Review Board did not conduct site visits for this agenda. The Review Board convened at 6:02 p.m. for
its scheduled regular meeting.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 -ROLL CALL

Present: Chair Madrigal, Vice Chair Lopez, and Review Board Member Saunders, Review Board Member
Herbert and Review Board Member Lamb.

Absent: None.

Staff Present: Jessie Waldman, Planner Il, Planning and Building Services.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - DETERMINATION OF LEGAL NOTICE

Proper notice was established for the meeting.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Presenter/s: None.

Public Comment: None.

Board Action: No Action Taken.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 - CORRESPONDENCE

Presenter/s: Planner Jessie Waldman announced the MHRB_2024-0009 Public Notice for Board of
Supervisors (BOS) is scheduled for May 20, 2025, as shown on Aftachment A. Deirdre Lamb delivered
letter from Ed O’Brien, dated May 5, 2025, and Mendocino Beacon newspaper article titted MHRB Discuss
Guidelines update, dated August 23, 2018, as shown on Attachment B and Attachment C, respectively.

Public Comment: None.

Board Action: No Action Taken.


https://www.youtube.com/MendocinoCountyVideo
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 - REPORT FROM CHAIR
Presenter/s: None.

Public Comment: None.

Board Action: No Action Taken.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7 - PUBLIC EXPRESSION
Presenter/s: None.

Public Comment: None.

Board Action: No Action Taken.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 8 - CONSENT CALENDAR
Presenter/s: None.

Public Comment: None.

Board Action: No Action Taken.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 9. PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS

PAGE 2

9A) AUTHORIZATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF MENDOCINO HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD PERMIT NO.
MHRB_2024-0006 (KELLEY HOUSE MuUSEUM, INC,) REQUEST AFTER-THE-FACT

AUTHORIZATION TO RESTORE THE KELLEY POND TO ORIGINAL CONDITION. WORK INCLUDES
EXCAVATION FOR INSTALLING LINING OF POND WITH HIGH-DENSITY POLYETHYLENE (HDPE)
GEOMEMBRANE FOR FILTRATION, AND LANDSCAPING. (NOTE: THE SITE IS DESIGNATED A
CATEGORY | HISTORIC RESOURCE. KELLEY HOUSE, HISTORICAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM, 1861,
AND KELLEY POND, 1880). ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 45007 ALBION STREET; APN: 119-238-

17

Presenter/s: Jessie Waldman Planner Il, Planning and Building Services; Sarah Nathe, Agent on

Application.

Public Comment: None.

Board Action: Upon motion by Review Board Member Saunders, seconded by Vice Chair Lopez, IT IS
ORDERED that the Mendocino Historical Review Board approves the project and adopts the findings with

an addition to the recommended conditions of approval within the Staff Report.

Adopted Condition number 9 reads: The request to allow for the removal of all visible High-density
polyethylene (HDPE) liner to include all proposals within the Memorandum, dated May 5, 2025, including
to implement the following improvements to the pond, which are to adapt the pond to the changing

conditions by:

a. Removing the ugly and ineffective liner to the extent possible next fall when it is exposed;
and

b. Removing the invasive grasses and plants that now grow in or around the pond; and

c. Filling the denuded ground on the pond edge with native plants that can live in water during
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winter months and live without it during the dry months; and
d. Planting the area around the pond with native plants adapted to this climate.
e. Removal of visible liner to occur sooner than fall, or as soon as possible.
The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 5 - Chair Madrigal, Vice Chair Lopez, Review Board Member Saunders, Review Board Member
Herbert and Review Board Member Lamb.

No: 0 — None.
Absent: 0 — None.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 10A - MATTERS FROM THE BOARD MEMBERS

10A) MATTERS FROM REVIEW BOARD - DISCUSSION OF MHRB GUIDELINES

Presenter/s: Planner Jessie Waldman provided Matters from Review Board — Process to revise or amend
MHRB Design Guidelines memorandum, dated March 4, 2024.Vice Chair Lopez presented Marvin
manufactured window details, as shown on Aftachment D.

Public Comment: Jon Cavanaugh.

Board Action: Upon motion by Review Board Member Saunders, seconded by Vice Chair Lopez, IT IS
ORDERED that the Mendocino Historical Review Board agendized Discuss Ad Hoc Committee with specific
aim for updating MHRB Design Guidelines regarding window materials.

Aye: 5 - Chair Madrigal, Vice Chair Lopez, Review Board Member Saunders, Review Board Member
Herbert and Review Board Member Lamb.

No: 0 - None.

Absent: 0 — None.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 11 - MATTERS FROM THE STAFF
Presenter/s: None.

Public Comment: None.

Board Action: No Action Taken.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 12 - ADJOURNMENT

Presenter/s: Chair Madrigal.

Public Comment: None.

Board Action: Upon motion by Review Board Member Lamb, seconded by Review Board Member
Saunders, IT IS ORDERED that the Mendocino Historical Review Board meeting be adjourned at 6:09 p.m.

Aye: 5 - Chair Madrigal, Vice Chair Lopez, Review Board Member Saunders, Review Board Member
Herbert and Review Board Member Lamb.
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No: O - None.

Absent: 0 — None.

ATTACHMENTS

A.

B
C.
D

MHRB_2024-0009 Public Notice, dated may 5, 2025
Letter from Ed O’Brian, dated May 5, 2025
Mendocino Beacon newspaper article titted MHRB Discuss Guidelines update, dated August 23, 2018

Marvin manufactured window details, received May 5, 2025
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May 5, 2025
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors at their regular meeting
on Tuesday, May 20, 2025, will conduct a public hearing on the following project at 9:00 a.m. or as soon
thereafter as the item may be heard. This meeting will be held in the Mendocino County Board Chambers
at 501 Low Gap Road, Ukiah California, 95482.

Appeal of the Mendocino Historical Review Board Decision on December 2, 2024 to Deny the

following Project:

CASE#: MHRB_2024-0009

DATE FILED: 8/22/2024

OWNER/APPLICANT: Main Street Mendo LLC

AGENT: Jennifer Raymond

REQUEST: Mendocino Historical Review Board application to replace an existing water tower
staircase attached to a commercial structure with a new staircase.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: Categorically Exempt

LOCATION: 45040 Main Street, Mendocino; APN: 119-238-10.

SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT: 5 (Williams)

STAFF PLANNER: Liam Crowley

Virtual Attendance: Meetings are live streamed and available for viewing on the Mendocino County
YouTube page, at https://www.youtube.com/MendocinoCountyVideo or by toll-free, telephonic live stream
at 888-544-8306.

Mendocino County provides for digital attendance through Zoom. Zoom webinar information will be
provided on the published agenda for the meeting. Remote Zoom participation for members of the public is
provided for convenience only. In the event that the Zoom connection malfunctions for any reason, the
Board reserves the right to conduct the meeting without remote access. Therefore, the only ways to
guarantee that your participation or comments are received and considered by Board are to attend the
meeting in person or submit your comment in writing in advance of the meeting.

The decision of the Board of Supervisors shall be final. If you challenge the project in court, you may be
limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice,
or in written correspondence delivered to the Department of Planning and Building Services/Board of
Supervisors at, or prior to, the public hearing. All persons are invited to appear and present testimony in
this matter.

Additional information regarding the above noted item(s) may be obtained by calling the Clerk of the Board
of Supervisors at 707-463-4441, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m., or the Department
of Planning and Building Services at 707-234-6650, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m.
Should you desire notification of the Board'’s decision you may do so by requesting notification in writing
and providing a self-addressed stamped envelope to the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors.

The County of Mendocino complies with ADA requirements and upon request, will attempt to reasonably
accommodate individuals with disabilities by making meeting material available in appropriate alternative
formats (pursuant to Government Code Section 54953.2). Anyone requiring reasonable accommodation to
participate in the meeting should contact Clerk of the Board of Supervisors at 707-463-4441 at least five
days prior to the meeting.

JULIA KROG, Director of Planning and Building Services



5/5/25, 5:38 PM Yahoo Mail - MHRB
MHRB

From: Ed Obrien (edobrien@mcn.org)
To: mendocino111@yahoo.com

Date: Monday, May 5, 2025 at 03:40 PM PDT

Thank you, MHRB members for allowing me to address the issue of reviewing and possibly changing the guidelines that are
used by MHRB.

I was involved in the first set of guidelines and it was a long community project with lots of divergent viewpoints. There were
arguments over specific words, like shall versus should. As well as many other important subjects.

So | ask as a community member and as well as a past member of the review board, that you take on this task with full
participation of the citizens of the town.

| also ask any member of the committee who will benefit from the guideline changes financially, recuse themselves from any of
those discussions where they might have a financial interest.

And lastly, and most importantly, before you change the guidelines, | ask that you enforced the ones that we have, it is unfair
that only some signs go before the review board.

I'm sorry | could not be here in person. Thank you for your consideration Ed OBrien.
Sent from Ed's pay phone

)R BYAVIA \ \ {vin. X
about:blank st V= ON\NN
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5/4/25, 3:23 PM MHRB discusses Guidelines” updates — The Mendocino Beacon

NEWS

MHRB discusses Guidelines” updates

By TERESA SHUMAKER
UPDATED: August 23, 2018 at 12:00 AM PDT

“The town plan update has started,” Chief Planner Roger Mobley announced at the
Mendocino Historical Review Board Monday meeting. With no permits for the board to
review, they discussed the Town Plan, Zoning Code, MHRB Design Guidelines and any
updates, changes, or additions needed.

The Mendocino Town Plan, written in 1993, is a county policy and the Zoning Code is a
county ordinance; both are tools for the MHRB, Mobley explained. The Design Guidelines,
written in 1987, is a document to help the MHRB interpret the tools.

“We have these guidelines, written 24 years ago, and they have worked really well,” said
Board member Kathleen Cameron. “I don"t want to be too radical in changing them, but
would like to have them reviewed and updated.”

She mentioned that in the Guidelines there is a lot of “shell” text that comes directly from
the zoning code and it isn"t clearly labeled.

“I think it would be helpful to have noted when it is code or advisory,” said Board member
Wendy Roberts.

“The Guidelines are very useful to us, but need to be updated to be more helpful,” said
Board member Beth Perrill.

Rick Sacks, community member, suggested it would be helpful to have notation in the
Guidelines explaining what the intent is in making the guideline.

“I'have seen some guidelines interpreted differently than when the guideline was written,”
Sacks said.

https://www.mendocinobeacon.com/2011/12/08/mhrb-discusses-guidelines-updates/ /A Y\ Y |5 12028 1/3
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MHRB discusses Guidelines” updates — The Mendocino Beacon
Chair Joe Odegard stated there is a statement of intent at the beginning of the Guidelines,
but that it would be helpful to have a statement of intent before each section explaining
the thought behind the guidelines specific to that section.

He also suggested creating a palette of acceptable colors applicants can paint their houses
and businesses so they could work directly with planning staff, instead of having to come
before the board for approval.

“Giving a list of colors that are acceptable and not making people come before the board
could wind up with a street full of all blue houses,” said Clinton Smith. “Like the fab-four
that are all white.”

Odegard suggested the palette should have enough choices to make it unlikely people
would do that.

“It is highly unusual for people to want to paint their houses all the same color,” Perrill said.
“Yes, we have to be careful choosing that, but people are asking us to streamline so we
need to look into the possibility.”

"I do appreciate the streamlining concept,” said Amy Wynn. “If you want something
beyond, go to the board. One of the things that makes it difficult to be here is having to
coming to the board. That may be supremely helpful in allowing people to have their
houses affordably.”

"We need to make this place appealing,” one member of the public stated. “When I started
doing things, I didn"t know I had to go, then I didn"t know who to contact.”

“I am a new home owner in Mendocino,” Mary Anne Petrillo said. “It is very stressful to be a
homeowner. It is not very clear to me what the process is. If there were a color palette then
I would know more and if I wanted something unique I would come to you. Right now
there isn"t any clarity.”

Harold Hauck, former MHRB chair, asked that documents and the process be put on the
MHRB"s website so people can access it easily.

“It is doing the public a disservice [not having it online],” Hauck said.

He also mentioned that the website is buried in the county”s website, making it hard to
find and offered to help the planning department update it.

“Part of the problem is the rigidity of the county”s fee schedule,” said Lee Edmundson. "I
think the county would be imaginative for coming up with a different type of fee schedule.
If you choose from this palette of colors, your fee will be substantially less. The process has
to pay for itself, which is why there are exorbitant fees that people shirk from.”

Planner Abbey Stockwell said there is a scale fee and it ranges from $200 to $800.

https://www.mendocinobeacon.com/2011/12/08/mhrb-discusses-guidelines-updates/
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MHRB discusses Guidelines" updates — The Mendocino Beacon
“In this day”s economy, $200 is a chunk of change,” Edmundson replied. “Maybe review the
process, like a $50 fee for processing paper work."”

He suggested the county be more aggressive in telling people when a permit request will
not be approved, saving the applicant money and the board time.

The conversation shifted toward sustainability, in water conservation, the economy and
renewable energy.

Roberts mentioned that there is a state law that will be mandating houses to be more
energy efficient and asked how much it will impact the historic rules and guidelines.

There was some discussion over the topic; it concluded with agreeing to seek legal
guidance to discover how the law will impact historic districts and be brought back to the
board for consideration in the future.

“The Town Plan update starts with us,” Stockwell said indicating the county employees. “But
the Design Guideline update starts with you.”

The board considered creating an ad hoc committee to start working on updating the
guidelines, then decided to discuss one item at a time under matters from the staff at each
regular meeting.

The MHRB website is at
http://www.co.mendocino.ca.us/planning/meetings.htm?type=4.

Editorial Note: Many suggestions were made at the four-hour meeting. Other topics were
sidewalks, tree trimming, sustainability and historic view sheds. Look for next month"s
article to continue following this discussion.

Originally Published: December 8, 2011 at 12:00 AM PST

2011 > December > 8

https://www.mendocinobeacon.com/2011/12/08/mhrb-discusses-guidelines-updates/
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