To: Mendocino County Board of Supervisors
From: Mendocino Historical Review Board
Subject: Participation by Mendocino County in the Mills Act program

According to the California State Parks Office of Historic Preservation "the
Mills Act is the single most important economic incentive program in California for
the restoration and preservation of qualified historic buildings by private property
owners".

The Mills Act grants participating local governments the authority to enter
into contracts with owners of qualified historic properties who actively participate
in the restoration and maintenance of their historic properties while receiving
property tax relief.

A substantial number of California cities and counties already participate in
the Mills Act program. Mendocino County does not yet do so.

The Mills Act program and its relevance for the Mendocino Historic
Preservation District were brought to the attention of the Mendocino Historical
Review Board at its September 2022 meeting. At that meeting, the members of the
Review Board unanimously decided that the Board of Supervisors should be asked
to examine whether Mendocino County should also participate in the Mills Act
program.

We are hereby requesting the Board of Supervisors to look into Mendocino
County participation in the Mills Act program.

Members of the Mendocino Historical Review Board:

Ian Roth, Chair

Holm Kappler, Vice-Chair
Holly Madrigal
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