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From: Annemarie <aweibe|@mcn.org>

To: James Feenan <feenanj@mendocinocounty.org> -
Date: 8/30/2021 1:46 PM

Subject: public comments U_2021-0001 (Kung) item 6a, 9-2-2021

Hi James,

| wonder when my public comments will be posted? | sent the public
comments on the 26th. and so far they have not been posted.
Thanks, Annemarie

-------- Forwarded Message --------

Subject: public comments U_2021-0001 (Kung) item 6a, 9-2-2021
Date: Thu, 26 Aug 2021 23:40:28 -0700

From: Annemarie <aweibel@mcn.org>

To: PBS <pbs@mendocinocounty.org>

Dear Commissioners,

| am sending you the below mentioned article as you might understand
after you read it how Airbnb's or any other vacation rental businesses

are effecting the whole community. This is becoming an issue everywhere
where short term rentals are setting up shop.

This is an open letter from July, 2021 to Airbnb titled The pitchforks
are coming by Jared A. Brock (Surviving Tomorrow).

While reading the below article especially focus on the part that
highlights the importance that hosts are owner-occupiers only and limit
the number of rental nights to 14/year.

Ensure all your hosts are owner-occupiers only

You must revert to your original model. When an owner occupies a house,
they take care of it. They know their neighbors. They keep the noise
down. They shop locally. They keep the local schools open by sending
their kids. They set down roots.

Absentee landlords kill communities. They don’t have roots. They don't
care about noise or safety or cleanliness. They don’t care about
schools. They don't care about neighbors. All they care about is
extracting wealth.

Worst of all, the huge proliferation of holiday investors is

skyrocketing house prices beyond all affordable values. This means that
the real societal contributors — productive workers — have to relocate
to less desirable locations further away from their places of work. This

is already robbing millions of people of billions of hours of life due

to extra commuting, and the environmental toll of all that poliution is
yours to bear.

All of this could be ameliorated by ensuring that every single one of
your hosts is only renting out space in a housing unit that they own and
live in full-time.

Limit the number of rental nights to 14/year

Obviously, high year-round commercial availability removes a house from
the residential market. The average American gets two weeks of vacation
per year. As such, it seems reasonable to limit the number of rental
nights to the number of vacation days of the average owner-occupier.
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Many cities have already started to put such a limit in place, but if

your company truly cares about the commons, you'll pre-empt them all by
ensuring your hosts are good citizens first, and hosts second.

In a word, there must be no more full-time Airbnbs in residential homes.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https % 3a%2f%2fsurvivingtomorrow.org%2fan-open-letter-to-airbnb-
8b1b58b4ad33&c=E,1,rKuBFwUCqJgBmkX6vvRS07PXnjA483hDAeG2JX-EVFO0I4IwBNZXGn8EU4-
jymcV4j3yUON117aaoNf3_nf8kgdNkimwSfdEfDg3sI8UA&typo=1

Please read the 2020/2021 Grand Jury Reports about Homelessness and Need

for Housing. It does unfortunately not address the problems caused by

short term rentals like Airbnb, VROB, Vacasa, hipcamp, etc.)
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mendocinocounty.org%2fgovernment%2fgra
nd-jury%2f2020-2021-reports&c=E,1,HVAd7esOQ-Z30hMXaWvzfGGQg9Iw.1yKGhjt1iM7vY-0XkOnVTsd-
V5q8UevaEpqjc1iSt_gcRaHUKKO-Rf7OCUfFDmWHt-usATAZBnLK&typo=1

We have a housing crisis in this County as you confirmed during the
hearing on July 15, 2021.

Commissioners, please help us so that people who want to work here and
truly want to help the local economy have a place to rent that is

affordable. We can not afford to wait 3 years until the County comes up
with a new Vacation Home Rental Ordinance while we can not find housing
for doctors, nurses, teachers, and many other "essential workers."

What Cindy Kung & her husband Frank Ma originally filled out

(application for a major use permit) seems to have more N/A's and No's

than information.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mendocinocounty .org%2fhome%2fshowpubli
sheddocument%2f40972%2f637503846693630000&c=E,1,BZ810C_qqTDakxeWw48LD9yVu2rS8uYTng

dmSqZbzwJTfnMU11DmGBcJfieQV2Z5h6tPkgwDFFMMmxeNY6Yw_BZemTAMd6vjClJFaN4vzzm0bBQ,
&typo=1

Planting sycamore, maple, ginkgo, olive trees, and lots of flowers
requires lots of water that is not available locally. As half of the

property has pygmy soil this is not helping these trees and plants to

grow. The trees and bushes that were there helped protect neighbors from
having to see and hear everything that happens on that property, which

is especially crucial when the property is used by out of town vacationers.

At a minimum a special condition would need to be added to assure that a
good fence is built along the west side of the property and trees and
bushes are replanted to create a visual and auditory buffer between the
Kung property and the Pepper property.

Also do not allow guests to use the non permitted 200 sq. ft. detached
bedroom (that might not have a toilet or sink), was built in 1969, and
that is not legal as far as setbacks is concerned.

Please disallow fire rings on the property. An Albion Ridge Road
neighbor operated a hipcamp without a permit and neighbors had to call
code enforcement and have his business shut down. It was a huge fire
hazard. Albion Ridge Road is a dead end road, in places very narrow,
resulting basically in a one lane road. An application for a Vipassana
Meditation Retreat was denied mostly due to water and fire issues. The
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Kung property is located in a high fire hazard zone.

It would be great if Commissioners who represent the inland districts
would come to Albion and see how this property got denuded (without a
permit) and how it feels to have a business venture of this nature in

the middle of a quiet rural residential neighborhood with a landlord

that needs to drive for 4 hours to get to Albion. Security cameras will
not cover a 1.22 acre property.

Sincerely, Annemarie Weibel



